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The Site

LiangMen School is located in the area of Pu’An City in Guizhou province. This 
is home to many Chinese minorities and one of them is the Buyi (or Bouyei).

This area is one of China's richest provinces in terms of cultural diversity, but at 
the same time one of its poorest realities.

The area is featured by a semi-tropical climate with high-altitude forests all over 
the region that gets between 100 and 140 centimeters of rain per m2 a year.

The region has hot humid summers and short cold winters with an average 
annual temperature of 16 degrees centigrade.

The project is to be built on a flat plateau that has an overview on a spectacular 
valley rich of rice fields and lush vegetation.
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The School

There are currently 200 primary school students attending the school and 11 
teachers.

The school complex is composed of several building that are not to be changed 
in the project. You shall concetrate just on the Project Site.

1 Entrance Building

2 Former Canteen

3 Classrooms

4 Classrooms

5 Teachers Dorm

6 Project site
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The winning proposal will replace a decadent and obsolete structure that is currently occupying 
the Project Site. The Project site is at the edge of the school courtyard and faces the valley.

The Project Site

The Project Site

View from the Teachers Dorm 
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Economy

In a region endowed with verdant mountains and plentiful water, the Buyi lands 
abound with a great variety of resources. However the economical situation 
nowadays is still underdeveloped and most of the people still live in rural 
conditions.

The Buyi are blessed with a fertile land and a really productive soil quality.  They 
grow mainly rice, many other vegetables, roots and they harvest tobacco, cotton 
and sugar. The area is also rich in mineral resources. Before 1949 there was no 
production activity in the Buyi region, but after this moment many industries 
have been developed and started to extract iron and coal.

The logistic infrastructure has always been quite poor but by 1981, 6,100 
kilometers of new roads had been built. Three main railway lines now run 
through Buyi areas in Qiannan, Anshun and Guiyang. In addition, air services 
now link Guiyang with other big Chinese cities.

The enchanting scenery and some important sights attract thousands of visitors  
every year and tourism has become a major source of income.
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Culture

The Buyi culture is highly influenced by music and they play different kinds of 
bamboo flutes and copper drums. Singing is also very popular among the people 
and they also like to perform operas. The plots are always taken from ancient tales 
and the actors are local farmers. The most distinctive Buyi opera is Nuo opera, 
which is regarded as one of the main cultural legacies of Chinese culture.

Buyi speak a Sino-Tibetan language and had no written language until the 
Communist government helped them write their language using Chinese 
characters. This ethnic group possesses a rich folk literature, which includes tales, 
songs, proverbs and poems.

The traditional Buyi costumes are predominantly blue and black with minimal 
and elegant designs. Many patterns feature flowers, birds and insects but the  
wavy lines one is the Buyis' favorite.

The religion is usually polytheistic and animistic. There is a god for each 
mountain, river, and other natural phenomena. They also worship ancestors and 
some families set niches in their home, holding activities during the spring.
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Diet

The Buyi have the reputation of “rice people”. Rice is their staple food. They like 
to eat it steamed with a special “zengzi” cooker. They mainly prepare a kind of 
sticky rice, which is flavored with all kinds of flowers and leaves. 

Buyi food is often tart and spicy. The diet is composed of everything they grow 
and other foods they find available in the marketplace. Then every dish is usually 
mixed with herbs collected in nearby hills and in the mountains.

They eat lots of black and colorful rices mainly dyed red, yellow and purple 
Special cakes are made with these colorful rice and are offered to ancestors during 
the Ox King festival.

Buyi people also make their own teas with tea leaves and other plants like 
honeysuckle.

There is a special food called Puyi Zong in which sticky rice, preserved ham, black 
sesame and walnut are cooked and wrapped in a bamboo leaf. This is a sacrifice 
to their ancestors, and it is a gift for their relatives and friends.
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Architecture

Buyi villages are usually located in picturesque sceneries on mountain-sides and 
near to rivers. Each village contains several clans and usually it consist of no more 
than 100 families. 

The houses are mainly one or two stories high, reaching a maximum height of 
approximately 6 meters. The first floor is set apart for their livestock and people 
live on the upper floor. Houses are located very close to each other, making the 
villages quite dense. 

The Buyi live mostly in houses built on stilts because of the hot humid climate, 
but some of the people, especially in proximity of rivers, use local stone as a base. 
The inside spaces of the house usually consist of one big rectangular room, in 
which the area is organized with kitchen and sleeping space.

Materials used for housing change according to the local resources to provide a 
an easy and cheap construction. Some of the old houses are made of wood with 
a tile or a thatch roof. Others are interely built with stone, even the roof. However 
new houses tend to be constructed of  brick with tiled roofs.
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Architecture

Wooden houses are built on stilts because of the climate and the terrain 
conditions. The roof can be either a tiled roof or a thatch roof. 

The structure is made completely in wood and has no basement and the 
construction stilts lay usually on huge stones. The entrance is at the first floor, 
connected by stone steps to the ground. 

There is usually a small outdoor space at the entrance, like a terrace, so the 
entrance area is off settled to the inside. This space is often used as a small 
covered working space.

Stone houses are one or two stories building that lay directly on the ground. They 
have strong thick walls and usually the entrance is higher than the ground level. 
The main entrance consists of large wooden doors and stone steps.

There are only few windows and usually very small. Some of the buildings have 
a small outside space at the entrance, a courtyard or a terrace used also in this 
case as a working space.
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